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Henry was even more alarming, <eWill not this clause give
them'*— Congress and the President—"a right to keep a powerful
army continually on foot, if they think it necessary to aid in the
execution of their laws? Is there any act, however atrocious,
which they cannot do by virtue of this clause? Look at the use
which has been made in all parts of the world of that human
thing called power. Look at the predominant thirst of dominion
which has invariably and uniformly prompted rulers to abuse
their power/7 And then Henry was off on the subject of power in
general. "I conjure you once more to remember the admonition
of that sage man who told you that when you give power, you
know not what you give. ... I have reason to suspect ambitious
grasps at power. The experience of the world teaches me the
jeopardy of giving enormous power/'
Henry seemed regularly to regard the projected general gov-
ernment as something foreign to Virginia, and indeed to all the
states, It did no good for Madison and Marshall to point out
that Congress and the President and the Supreme Court would
be Americans elected by Americans, Still Henry declaimed
against a new, inhuman force which would destroy the liberties
of the people. Congress, under the influence of the Northern
states, would in effect conspire with Spain to give up the naviga-
tion of the Mississippi, and so damage the Southern states and
the future states to the west of them. On June 13 Madison ad-
mitted that under the Confederation seven states, for the sake
of an advantageous treaty with Spain, had consented to Spanish
control of navigation on the Mississippi for a term of twenty-five
years; but this had not yet gone into effect, and he argued that
it was much less likely under a strong new government than
under the weak old one. Henry, in one of the most magnificent
of his speeches, aimed at the Kentucky delegates, spoke of the
mighty West that might be "the strength, the pride, the flower
of the Confederacy/' if the Mississippi were kept open for Ameri-
can trade; then of the wilderness the West must become if the
Mississippi under the Constitution should be "controlled by those
who had no interest in its welfare." Nothing could offset his
eloquence, and in the end ten of the fourteen Kentuckians voted
against ratification.
On the 20th Henry, following Mason on the same subject, dealt

